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Thank you for joining us for the 2010 WWS Choral Classic!  Within this manual, you will 
find the answers to most (if not all) of your questions.  Please donôt hesitate to contact 
John Burlace (jburlace@cusd200.org) with any concerns that may arise as you read it.  
Weôre glad to have you with us and look forward to another great day of music! 

 

 

ARRIVAL INFORMATION 
 

Upon arrival, your bus should enter Tiger Trail (Embden continuing west into the school 
parking lot ï see map below) and drive straight around the North end of the building to the 
circular drive on the back (west) side of the building.   
 

 
 

Pull around the circular drive until you arrive at Station 1 (door #30).  There will be staff 
and signs in the lot to help you.  Please wait for a host.  Other buses may be in queue in 
front of you being greeted.  You will be joined shortly.  
 
Here is an outline describing how your students and equipment are unloaded into the 
school: 
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1. At Station 1, you will be met by one Registration adult volunteer and two Hospitality 

student hosts.  Your students who are unloading equipment will have their hands 
stamped by the Registration volunteer as they get off the bus. 

 
2. Any large equipment/props should be unloaded at Station 1 (costumes and small 

props will not be unloaded here).  You will enter through two sets of outer doors 
with an opening measuring approximately 84ôôh X 66òw and be accompanied to the 
Horsley Gym where equipment will be stored in an area designated for your 
group(s).  There are no steps from the bus to the final storage area.  There are 
several sets of interior doors, the smallest of which has an opening measuring 82ò h 
X 60ò w.  The Horsley Gym is provided with security for the entire day of the 
competition.    

 
3. While equipment is being unloaded, the two Hospitality hosts will board the bus.  

They will provide your driver with a sign to be displayed in the front window of the 
passenger side of the bus for the entire day.  These students will also stamp the 
hands of all STUDENTS on the bus.   

 
4. When stamping and equipment unloading is complete, one Hospitality host will get 

off bus and remain with your equipment handlers, accompanying them to the 
equipment storage room and then ushering them to your homeroom.  The second 
Hospitality host will remain on the bus and ride with the students, Director and 
chaperoning adults, directing them to Station 2. 

 
5. At Station 2, our Registration Table and personnel will be set up.  Here the Director 

will register the choir and receive an information packet.  The Director will be 
provided with five wristbands for the Director and up to 4 additional support staff 
(choreographer, parent chaperones, bus drivers, etc.).  Please note no adults will 
have their hands stamped.  All adults must have wrist bands for admission ï no 
exceptions.    

 
6. Our Registration volunteers will collect the name and cell phone number of your bus 

driver and hand him a number to be displayed in his windshield. 
 

7. Your Hospitality host will then escort you to your homeroom, which may be on the 
first or second floor of this wing.  Please notify us immediately if you require a 
handicap-accessible homeroom. 

 
8. All costumes, small props, and personal belongings should be unloaded at this time.  

(All vocal and instrumental warm-ups are restricted to the designated Ewoldt gym 
area - see map).   

 
9. All parents who have not received wrist bands at this time should proceed to the 

 schoolôs main entrance (door #1) to pay admission. 
 

10. The bus drivers will be directed to park in the rear lot or at Atten Park, which is 
located north of the campus (see the map on page 5). 
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DEPARTURE INFORMATION 
 

Here is an outline describing how your equipment and students are loaded: 
  

1. All buses must first report to Station 1.  Please remind the bus driver to display the 
school sign in the front window of the passenger side of the bus.  Your students who 
are loading equipment will go to the Horsley Gym to retrieve all equipment and load the 
bus.   
 
2. A WWS host representative will notify your home room escort that the bus is being 
loaded and your students should prepare to be picked up at the Station 2 door where 
they were originally dropped off. 
 
3. Once your bus has all equipment loaded it will proceed to the Station 2 doorway, 
with those students involved in the loading, and takes its place in queue behind other 
buses ahead of it.  Buses will be placed in queue along the driveway at the front of the 
school and along the north end of the Field House on Tiger Trail. There are sidewalks 
and there is absolutely no double parking.   
 
4. Upon your busôs arrival into queue for Station 2, WWS security will notify your home 
room escort of your specific bus location.  All items should be removed from the home 
room at this time. The Home Room Escort will walk your students to the bus and bid 
you farewell.   
 
5. In the interest of maintaining a safe orderly departure flow any bus that is double 
parked, or hindering the departure process in any way, may be directed, by the security 
patrol, to circle back into queue at the end of the line.  If you do not have all students 
with you at the time of loading, it may be necessary to direct your bus to either a 
parking lot location or to the end of the queue as determined by the security team.  You 
will then need to provide a chaperone, or the director, to locate missing students and 
complete your loading and departure process. 

 
 

AUTO PARKING 
 

Spectators and visitors should park their private autos in the parking lots located on the 
campus as shown in the map above.  Do not park in the small lot reserved for the judges 
and designated staff.  Spectators and visitors must enter the main school entrance (door 
#1) for admission.  Wheaton Warrenville South High School is fully-accessible to the 
handicapped. 
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BUS PARKING 
 

After the students have unloaded at Station 2, you will be instructed if room is available in 
the west lot or if you should continue to Atten Park.  After dropping of the students 
at station 2 turn right out of the school drive onto south Wiesbrook Road and continue to 
the stop light on Butterfield; turn right onto Butterfield driving west 1/8 of a mile to Madison 
(first and only street you can turn right on).  Turn right and go one block to the stop sign. 
(Hoy Rd) turn right heading east to next street (Center where you can only turn left) turn 
left on Center to the parking lot parallel to the football field.  Someone will be there to 
assist the drivers until this lot is full.  Once the lot is full buses will be directed to Atten 
Park. 
 

 
 

Shaffner parking option:  Buses may proceed north to the intersection of Center and 
Warrenville and make a right.  Proceed east on Warrenville and turn left onto Shaffner 
which ñdead endsò into one of Attenôs parking lots. 
 
Wiesbrook parking option:  Rather turning onto Shaffner Road, buses continue east to 
Wiesbrook Road.  Turn left and proceed north for approximately 1/8 mile and turn left into 
Atten Park and proceed west until to you reach the parking lot there.  (Note: There is a 
small lot along the Wiesbrook road but the entrance to the west drive, and to the larger 
parking lots, is located north of there) 
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ADMISSION 
 

1. All performers, directors and up to 4 additional support staff will be admitted to both 
the preliminary and the finals competition FREE.  Studentsô hands will be stamped 
on the bus upon their arrival and check-in.  Directors and support staff will receive a 
total of 5 wrist bands upon arrival at the contest.  All other adults must pay for 
admission at the schoolôs main entrance.  Please advise parents who do not receive 
wrist bands that they will be expected to pay admission. 

 
2. Admission prices are listed below: 

 
$10.00 for Single Session (Middle School Competition, High School  

Preliminary Competition, OR High School Finals Competition)  
 ($8.00 ï Senior citizens and students with ID) 
 
$15.00 for an All-Access Pass (good for the entire competition) 
 ($12.00 ï Senior citizens and students with ID) 
 
Children under 5 years old admitted FREE 
 
 

CONCERT CHOIR CONTEST REGULATIONS 
 

1. The WWS Choral Classic is a contest of high school choral ensembles in the 
following divisions: 

 
Mixed Ensemble 
Treble Ensemble 
Male Ensemble 
 

2. All singers must be students of the participating high school.  
 

3. An adult accompanist may be used. 
 

4. No taped accompaniment will be allowed. 
 

5. Choirs may perform any type of program with no maximum or minimum number of 
songs required.  However, it is strongly recommended that each choir prepare and 
sing three contrasting selections.  Following the performance, the adjudicators will 
clinic the students while they are on stage. 

 
6. Three original copies of the sheet music/octavos (with the measures numbered) 

must be submitted upon arrival at WWS to give to the judges.  These will be 
returned to you with your scores at the end of the day. 
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7. The choirôs total time on stage will not exceed 35 minutes.  This time includes 
performance and clinic with the judges.  (For example: the choir might sing for 20 
minutes followed by 15 minutes working with the judges.) 

 
 

SHOW CHOIR CONTEST REGULATIONS 
 

1. The WWS Choral Classic is a contest of high school choral ensembles in the 
following divisions: 

 
Middle School Show Choir  Any show choir from a Middle School 
HS Unisex Show Choir   All female or all male singers/dancers 
HS Mixed Show Choir  Any mixed show choir 
HS Concert Choir   Any concert choir 

 
2. All singers/dancers must be students of the participating school. 

 
3. Adult instrumentalists may be used.  However, if more than one adult plays in the 

combo, the ensemble will NOT be eligible to receive the Outstanding Instrumental 
Ensemble Award.  (This does not apply to the Middle School Division, which will not 
have an award for Outstanding Instrumental Ensemble.) 

 
4. No taped accompaniment will be allowed.  Penalty will result in ineligibility for 

finals. 
 

5. Choirs may perform any type of program with no maximum or minimum number of 
songs required.  Music need not be given to judges. 

 
6. Directors may be on stage with their group and may conduct at their discretion. 

 
7. Total performance time will not exceed 25 minutes.  This time includes set-up, 

performance and tear-down.  Timing will begin when the first student steps on stage 
for set-up and will end when all equipment and students leave the stage.  A 10 
point penalty per minute or fraction thereof will be assessed for violation of 
this rule. 

 
8. It will be the responsibility of the performing group to return the stage floor to a 

completely clean (free of debris) surface for the next group.  There will be a 
penalty of 10 points for any debris left on stage after a performance including, 
but not limited to: confetti, glitter, live kittens, streamers, etc.  (Deceased 
kittens are acceptable.) 

 
9. All groups will perform once during the preliminary show choir competition.  The six 

top-scoring choirs from Mixed Show Choir Division will perform again during the 
evening finals competition. 
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SHOW CHOIR EQUIPMENT AND PERFORMANCE 
AREA INFORMATION 

  
1. When leaving the equipment area to go to the performance area, you will have to 

pass through a door that is 6'8"h x 30"w. If you have props that will NOT fit through 
this opening, please contact B.J. Albert, stage manager, via e-mail 
(albertwf@msn.com) as soon as possible. 

 
2. The show choir competition will take place in our main gym (Orange & Black). The 

performance area will be 48' (across) x 40' (deep) at a height of 48ò. Steps will be 
accessible at both stage left and stage right. An electric piano and 15 music stands 
will be provided. The Instrumental Combo will be located at the back of the stage. 
Please see the illustration in the forms packet for details. 

 
3. All groups will be HIGHLY encouraged to use our staging platforms. We will provide 

sixteen 4' x 8' platforms. To facilitate keeping the competition on schedule, the 
fourth level will remain part of the stationary set and only be moved to the back of 
the stage upon Director's request PRIOR to arriving for the competition (contact 
John Burlace IMMEDIATELY via email at jburlace@cusd200.org to make this 
request or any other special request for setup). 

 
4. ALL EQUIPMENT must enter from stage left and exit from stage right. Performers 

may enter and/or exit from the steps at either stage right or stage left at any time 
prior to, during or immediately following the performance. Changing curtains (one 
each on the gym floor just off stage left and right) will be provided. 

 
5. Professional sound amplification and theatrical lighting will be provided by 

Slamhammer Audio, Inc. Any additional lighting or sound reinforcement requiring 
house power is prohibited. 

 
6. The sound system will consist of 5 standing wireless solo microphones, in addition 

to hanging and shotgun mics for choir coverage and piano mic. Floor monitors will 
also be provided. 

 
7. You may send a representative to the sound board to cue solos. 
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JUDGES / AWARDS 
 

1. During preliminary competition, all show choirs will be evaluated by a panel of 5 
judges.  Three judges will score the Vocal sheet, and two will score the Visual 
sheet (see pages 23-24).  In the finals competition, all five judges will use the Finals 
sheet. (see page 25).  (The Middle School Division will also use the Finals sheet.) 

 Jeremy Alfera, Marysville, OH  (Vocal) 

 Marty DeMott, Indianapolis, IN  (Visual) 

 Linda McEachran, Buffalo Grove, IL (Visual) 

 Melissa Stainbrook, Brownsburg, IN  (Vocal) 

 Eric VanCleave, Lafayette, IN (Vocal) 
 

2. During preliminary competition, all concert choirs will be evaluated and critiqued by 
a panel of 3 judges.  (see page 21) 

 Eric Johnson, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 

 Eugene Rogers, MacAlester College, St. Paul, MN  
 

3. During the soloist competition all vocalists will be evaluated and critiqued by one 
judge.  (see page 22) 

 Elizabeth Murphy, College of DuPage, Wheaton, IL  
 

4. At the conclusion of the preliminary competition, participation plaques will be 
awarded to all participating choirs.  At that time, the following will also be 
announced: 

 Concert Choir Division Awards 

 Unisex Show Choir Division Awards 

 Solo Competition Champion 

 Best Instrumental Ensemble 

 Mixed Show Choir Finalists (top 6 scoring mixed show choirs) 
 

5. In the event of a tie in either preliminaries or finals, the tie will be broken by using 
the higher vocal score (followed by the higher choreography score). 

 
6. During the evening finals competition, the six finalist show choirs will be evaluated 

by the same panel of judges.  Each will evaluate all facets of the performance.  Raw 
scores will be converted to rankings, which will be translated into weighted scores 
(see page 26). 

 
7. At the conclusion of the finals competition, the following will be awarded: 

 Outstanding Vocal Achievement 

 Outstanding Choreographic Achievement 

 5th Runner-Up 

 4th Runner-Up 

 3rd Runner-Up 

 2nd Runner-Up 

 1st Runner-Up 

 Grand Champion 
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VIDEO TAPING 
 

1. All show choirs will be video recorded during their performance by Rutherford 
Photovisual.  Consequently, we prohibit the use of personal video cameras in 
the gym. 

 
2. Video taping and still photography will be permitted both in the auditorium and 

library for the Concert Choir and Solo Competitions. 
 

 

PROGRAMS / SOUVENIRS 
1. Souvenir programs will be available throughout the day at $3.00. 

 
 

2. A 50/50 Raffle will take place offering chances to win a cash prize to one lucky 
winner! 

 
3. Souvenir t-shirts will be available for purchase for $18.00.    An opportunity for pre-

sale ordering at a discounted cost will be emailed. 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE SEATING 
 

1. The first two rows of seats in the gymnasium are reserved for the fans of the current 
performing group.  After they perform, please ask your supporters to vacate these 
chairs for the next group of fans. 

 
2. Food will not be allowed in any of the performance areas.  Water bottles are 

acceptable. 
 

3. Please be certain to turn off all cell phones and pagers completely ï they 
interfere with the sound and fire alarm systems ï even if they are left on 
vibrate only. 

 
4. WWS High School and its surrounding campus are smoke-free environments. 
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HOMEROOMS 
 

1. Each performing group will have an assigned homeroom with a team of 
hosts/hostesses to assist you.  If your school has more than one group participating, 
we will make every effort to ensure that your homerooms will be next to each other. 

 
2. This classroom can be used to store coats, clothing, small props, and costumes.  

Homerooms are the responsibility of each participating school.  You are required to 
provide adult chaperones in the homerooms whenever they are unlocked.  Our 
Security team monitoring the hallways will lock the doors when your adult 
chaperones leave the room. 

 
3. NO FOOD OR BEVERAGES ARE PERMITTED IN THE HOMEROOM (exception ï 

water bottles).   
 

4. Please respect our teachersô and studentsô belongings in the homeroom.  Instruct 
your students that computers and telephones in the homerooms are not to be used. 

 
5. Please collect all studentsô belongings prior to leaving the homeroom and place all 

trash in the garbage bags/cans provided. 
 
 

CONTEST OFFICE 
 

 
1. General information for directors and lost & found are located in the Contest Office 

(Administrative Office adjacent to the main entrance across the hall from the 
Orange & Black Gym). 

 
2. Directors will pick up packets at the end of the Preliminary Competition and Final 

Competition in the Contest Office. 
 

3. Questions regarding rules, etc. should be brought to the attention of the personnel 
in the Contest Office who will, in turn, contact the proper person to answer your 
question. 

 
4. First Aid will be in the school nurseôs office located in the hallway between the 

Cafeteria and Library. 
 

 

CONCESSIONS 
 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner, as well as snacks, will be served throughout the day (see 
enclosed menu on page 14). 
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SHOW CHOIR EQUIPMENT & PERFORMANCE 
FLOW  

 

1. GROUP WARM UP 
 
Prior to the groupôs performance, your host will escort the group to the appropriate 
warm-up facility.  The show choir warm-up facility is located across the hall from the 
equipment storage room.  Any equipment needed for the warm-up can be retrieved 
from the storage area and moved into the warm-up facility.  There are no steps 
between these two areas, and the doorways have an opening of at least 5' wide x 6'10" 
high.  All other equipment will remain in storage until the group is called to performance 
preparation. 
 

2. PERFORMANCE PREPARATION 
 

The group will exit the warm-up area via the northeast door.  Those members involved 
in equipment transport will enter the storage area through the northwest door of the 
storage area, retrieve the equipment, and transport it out the southeast door of the 
storage area.  All non-equipment members will proceed east down the hallway from the 
warm-up area, and then south down the main hallway toward the performance area.  
They will be met by the equipment members as they exit the storage area into that 
same hallway.  The combined group will wait outside the northwest entrance to the 
performance area until called to set-up. 
 
The smallest doorway to be traversed on this route has dimensions of 4ô11ò wide x 
6'10" high, and there are no stairs to be navigated in the process. 
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3. PERFORMANCE SET-UP 
 

When your group is called to stage, you will enter the performance area through the 
northeast doors, and perform your set-up from the east end of the stage (stage left).  
The performance area entrance doorway has dimensions of 6'4ò wide x 6'11" high, and 
there are no stairs to be navigated before the steps to the stage. 
 

4. POST-PERFORMANCE BREAK-DOWN 
 

At the conclusion of your performance, all equipment and performers will be exited to 
the west side of the stage (stage right).  Non-equipment transporting members will be 
escorted by your host out the Northwest doors of the performance area and proceed 
down the hallway to the north.  They will be directed down the first hallway to the east 
to await the equipment transporting members.  Equipment will also be exited out the 
northwest doorway of the performance area, and proceed north to the southwest 
entrance to the storage area.  The exit doorway from the performance area has 
dimensions of 6'4ò wide x 6'11" high, and the remaining doorways on this route have an 
opening of at least 5' wide x 6'10" high, and there are no stairs to be navigated in the 
process. 
 
Equipment will be returned to your designated storage area, and the members will then 
exit through the southeast door from the storage area and proceed south to meet up 
with the other members.  Your host will then escort the entire group back to your 
homeroom.  
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 


